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CHAPTER 1.

SUFFERINGS OF THE ARMY AT MORRISTOWN—RIGOROUS WINTER—DE-
RANGEMENT OF THE CURRENGCY—CONFUSION IN THE COMMISSARIAT—
IMPRESSMENT OF SUPPLIES—PATRIOTIO CONDUCT OF THE PEOPLE OF
NEW JERSEY—THE BAY OF NEW YORK FROZEN OVER—LORD STIR-
LING’S EXPEDITION AGAINST STATEN ISLAND—ENYPHAUSEN’S INCUR-
SION INTO THE JERSEYS—OALDWELL'S CHURCH AT ELIZABETHTOWN
BURNT—CIHARACTER OF ITS PASTOR—FORAY INTO WESTCHESTER
COUNTY—BURNING OF YOUNG'S HOUSE IN THE VALLEY OF THX®
NEPERAN.

TrE dreary encampment at Valley Forge has become
proverbial for its hardships ; yet they were scarcely more
severe than those suffered by Washington’s army during
the present winter, while hutted among the heights of
Morristown. The winter set in early, and was uncom-
monly rigorous. The transportation of supplies was
obstructed ; the magazines were exhausted, and the
commissaries had neither money nor credit to enable
them to replenish them. For weeks at a time the army
was on half allowance ; sometimes without meat, some-
times without bread, sometimes without both. There

was a scarcity, too, of clothing and blankets, so that
VOL. 1v.—1
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the poor soldiers were starving with cold as well as
hunger.

Washington wrote to President Reed of Pennsyl-
vania, entreating aid and supplies from that State to
keep his army from disbanding. * We have never,”
said he, “ experienced a like extremity at any period of
the war ¥

The year 1780 opened upon a famishing camp.
‘ For a fortnight past,” wntes Washington, on the 8th
of January, “the troops, both officers and men, have
been almost perishing with want. Yet,” adds he, feel-
ingly, “they have borne their sufferings with a patience
that merits the approbation, and ought to excite the
sympathies, of their countrymen.”

The severest trials of the Revolution, in fact, were
not in the field, where there were shouts to excite and
laurels to be won ; but in the squalid wretchedness of
il-provided camps, where there was nothing to cheer
and every thing to be endured. To suffer was the lot
of the revolutionary soldier.

A rigorous winter had much to do with the actual
distresses of the army, but the root of the evil lay in
the derangement of the currency. Congress had com-
menced the war without adequate funds, and without
the power of imposing direct taxes. To meet pressing
emergencies, 1t had emitted paper money, which, for a
time, passed currently at par; but sank in value as
further emissions succeeded, and that, already in circu-
lation, remained unredeemed. The several States added
to the evil by emitting paper in their separate capacities .

* Life of Reed, ii. 189.
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thus the country gradually became flooded with a “ con-
tinental currency,” as it was called ; irredeemable, and
of no intrnsic value. The consequence was a general
derangement of trade and finance. The continental
currency declined to such a degree, that forty dollars
in paper were equivalent to only one in specie.

Congress attempted to put a stop to this deprecia-
tion by making paper money a legal tender, at its nomi-
nal value, in the discharge of debts, however contracted.
This opened the door to knavery, and added a new fea-
ture to the evil.

The commuissaries now found it difficult to purchase
supplies for the immediate wants of the army, and im-
possible to provide any stores in advance. They were
left destitute of funds, and the pubhc credit was pros-
trated by the accumulating debts suffered to remain
uncancelled. The changes which had taken place in
the commissary department added to this confusion.
The commissary-general, instead of receiving, as hereto-
fore, a commission on expenditures, was to havce a fixed
salary in paper currency ; and his deputies were to be
compensated m like manner, without the usual allow-
ance of rations and forage. No competent agents could
be procured on such terms; and the derangement pro-
duced throughout the department compelled Colonel
Wadsworth, the able and upright commussary-general,
to resign.

In the present emergency Washington was reluc-
tantly compelled, by the distresses of the army, to call
upon the counties of the State for supplies of grain and
cattle, proportioned to their respective abilities. These
supplies were to be brought into the camp within a cer-



4 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. [1780.

tain time: the grain to be measured and the cattle es-
timated by any two of the magistrates of the county in
conjunction with the commissary, and certificates to be
given by the latter, specifying the quantity of each and
the terms of payment.

Wherever a compliance with this call was refused,
the articles required were to be impressed: it was a
painful alternative, yet nothing else could save the army
from dissolution or starving. "Washington charged his
officers to act with as much tenderness as possible,
graduating the exaction according to the stock of each
mndividual, so that no family should be deprived of what
was necessary to its subsistence. “ While your meas-
ures are adapted to the emergency,” writes he to Colo-
nel Matthias Ogden, “and you consult what you owe
to the service, I am persuaded you will not forget that,
as we are compelled by necessity to take the property
of citizens for the support of an army on which their
safety depends, we should be careful to manifest that
we have a reverence for their rights, and wish not to do
any thing which that necessity, and even their own
good, do not absolutely require.”

To the honor of the magistrates and people of Jer-
sey, Washington testifies that his requisitions were
punctually complied with, and In many counties ex-
ceeded. Too much praise, indeed, cannot be given to
the people of this State for the patience with which
most of them bore these exactions, and the patriotism
with which many of them administered to the wants of
their countrymen in arms. Exhausted as the State
was by repeated drainings, yet, at one time, when deep
gnows cut off all distant supplies, Washington’s army
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was wholly subsisted by it. “ Provisions came in with
hearty good will from the farmers 1n Mendham, Chat-
ham, Hanover, and other rural places, together with
stockings, shoes, coats, and blankets; while the women
met together to knit and sew for the soldiery.” *

As the winter advanced, the cold increased in se-
verity. It was the most intense ever remembered in
the country The great bay of New York was frozen
over. No supplies could come to the city by water.
Provisions grew scanty ; and there was such lack of
firewood, that old transports were broken up, and un-
inhabited wooden houses pulled down for fuel. The
safety of the city was endangered. The ships of war,
immovably icebound in its harbor, no longer gave it
protection. The insular security of the place was at an
end. An army with its heaviest artillery and baggage
might cross the Hudson on the ice. The veteran
Knyphausen began fo apprehend an invasion, and took
measures accordingly : the seamen of the ships and
transports were landed and formed into companies, and
the inhabitants of the city were embodied, officered, and
subjected to garrison duty.

Washington was aware of the opportunity which
offered itself for a signal coup de main, but was not in a
condition to profit by it. His troops, hutted among the
heights of Morristown, were half fed, half clothed, and

* From manuscript notes by the Rev Joseph F. Tuttle. This worthy
clergyman gives many anecdotes illustrative of the active patriotism of the
Jersey women. Anna Kitchel, wife of a farmer of Whippany, is repeatedly his
theme of well-merited enlogium. Her potato bin, meal bag and granary,
writes he, had always some comfort for the patriot soldiers. When unable to
billet them in her house, a huge kettle filled with meat and vegetables was
hung over the fire, that they might not go away hungry.
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inferior in number to the garrison of New York. He
was destitute of funds necessary to fit them for the en-
terprise, and the quartermaster could not furnish means
of transportation.

Still, in the frozen condition of the bay and rivers,
some minor blow might be attempted, sufficient to rouse
and cheer the spirits of the people. With this view,
having ascertained that the ice formed a bridge across
the strait between the Jersey shore and Staten Island,
he projected a descent upon the latter by Lord Stir-
ling with twenty-five hundred men, to surprise and
capture a British force of ten or twelve hundred.

His lordship crossed on the night of the 14th of
January, from De Hart’s Point to the island. His ap-
proach was discovered, the troops took refuge in the
works, which were too strongly situated to be attacked ;
a channel remaining open through the 1ce across the
bay, a boat was dispatched to New York for reinforce-
ments.

The projected surprise having thus proved a com-
plete failure, and his own situation becoming hazard-
ous, Lord Stirling recrossed to the Jersey shore with a
number of prisoners whom he had captured. He was
pursued by a party of cavalry, which he repulsed, and
effected a retreat to Elizabethtown. Some few strag-
glers fell into the hands of the enemy, and many of his
men were severely frostbitten.

By way of retort, Knyphausen, on the 25th of
January, sent out two detachments to harass the
American outposts. One crossed to Paulus Hook, and
being joined by part of the garrison of that post,
pushed on to Newark, surprised and captured a com-



1780.] A ROUSING GOSPEL PREACHER. 7

pany stationed there, set fire to the academy, and re-
turned without loss.

The other detachment, consisting of one hundred
dragoons and between three and four hundred infantry,
under Lieutenant-colonel Boskirk, crossed from Staten
Island to Trembly’s Point, surprised the picket-guard
at Elizabethtown, and captured two majors, two cap-
tains, and forty-two privates. This, likewise, was
effected without loss. The disgraceful part of the
expedition was the burning of the town house, a
church, and a private residence, and the plundering of
the inhabitants.

The church destroyed was a Presbyterian place of
worship, and its pastor, the Rev James Caldwell, had
rendered himself an especial object of hostility to both
Briton and tory. He was a zealous patriot; had
served as chaplain to those portions of the Amercan
army that successively occupied the Jerseys, and
now officiated in that capacity in Colonel Elias Day-
ton’s regiment, beside occasionally acting as commis-
sary. His church had at times served as hospital to
the American soldier ; or shelter to the hastily assem-
bled miltia. Its bell was the tocsin of alarm; from
its pulpit he had many a time stirred up the patriotism
of his countrymen by his ardent, eloquent, and pa-
thetic appeals, laying beside him his pistols before he
commenced. His popularity in the army, and among
the Jersey people, was unbounded. He was termed
by his friends a “ rousing gospel preacher,” and by the
enemy a “frantic priest” and a “rebel fire-brand.”
On the present occasion, his church was set on fire by
a virulent tory of the neighborhood, who, as he saw it
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wrapped in flames, ““regretted that the black-coated
rebel, Caldwell, was not in his pulpit.” We shall have
occasion to speak of the fortunes of this pastor and his
family hereafter.

Another noted maraud during Knyphousen’s mili-
tary sway, was 1n the lower part of Westchester
County, in a hilly region lying between the British and
American lnes, which had been the scene of part of
the past year’s campaign. Bemg often foraged, its
inhabitants had become belligerent in their habits, and
quick to retaliate on all marauders.

In this region, about twenty miles from the British
outposts, and not far from White Plains, the Americans
had established a post of three hundred men at a stone
building commonly known as Young’s house, from the
name of 1ts owner. It commamded a road which
passed from north to south down along the narrow but
fertile and beautiful valley of the Sawmill River, now
known by its original Indian name of the Neperan.
On this road the garrison of Young’s house kept a
vigilant eye, to intercept the convoys of cattle and pro-
visions which had been collected or plundered by the
enemy, and which passed down this valley toward New
York. This post had long been an annoyance to the
enemy, but its distance from the British lines had hith-
erto saved 1t from attack. The country now was
covered with snow ; troops could be rapidly trans-
ported on sleighs; and it was determined that Young’s
house should be surprised, and this rebel nest broken
up.
! On the evening of the 2d of February, an expedi-
tion set out for the purpose from King’s Bridge, led by
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Lieutenant-colonel Norton, and consisting of four flank
companies of guards, two companies of Hessians, and
a party of Yagers, all in sleighs; beside a body of
Yager cavalry and a number of mounted Westchester
refugees, with two three-pounders.

The snow, being newly fallen, was deep; the
sleighs broke their way through it with difficulty. The
troops at length abandoned them and pushed forward
on foot. The cannon were left behind for the same
reason. It was a weary tramp; the snow in many
places was more than two feet deep, and they had to
take by-ways and cross-roads to avoid the American
patrols.

The sun rose while they were yet seven miles from
Young’s house. To surprise the post was out of
the question ; still they kept on. Before they could
reach the house the country had taken the alarm, and
the Westchester yeomanry had armed themselves, and
were hastening to aid the garrison.

The British Iight infantry and grenadiers invested
the mansion ; the cavalry posted themselves on a neigh-
boring eminence, to prevent retreat or reinforcement,
and the house was assailed. It made a brave resist-
ance, and was aided by some of the yeomanry stationed
in an adjacent orchard. The garrison, however, was
overpowered , numbers were killed, and nmety taken
prisoners. The house was sacked and set in flames ;
and thus, having broken up this stronghold of the
country, the party hastened to effect a safe return to
the lines with their prisoners, some of whom were so
badly wounded that they had to be left at different
farm-houses on the road. The detachment reached
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King’s Bridge by nine o’clock the same evening, and
boasted that, in this enterprise, they had sustained no
other loss than two killed and twenty-three wounded.

Of the prisoners many were doubtless farmers and
farmers’ sons, who had turned out in defence of their
homes, and were now to be transferred to the horrors
of the jail and sugar-house in New York. We give
this affair as a specimen of the petite guerre carried on
in the southern part of Westchester County ; the NEu-
TRAL GROUND, as it was called, but subjected from its
vicinity to the city, to be foraged by the royal forces,
and plundered and insulted by refugees and tories.
No part of the Union was more harried and trampled
down by friend and foe, during the Revolution, than
this debatable region and the Jerseys.



CHAPTER II.

ARNOLD IN OOMMAND OF PHILADELPOIA—UNPOPULAR MEASURES—AR-
NOLD'S BTYLE OF LIVING—HIS SCHEMES AND BPECULATIONS—HIS
COLLISIONS WITH THE EXEOUTIVE COUNCIL—HIS LAND PROJEOCT—
CHARGES BENT AGAINST HIM TO OONGRES8—HIS ADDRESS TO THE
PUBLIC—CHARGES REFERRED TO A COURT-MARTIAL—HIS MARRIAGE
—YVERDIOT OF THE COURT-MARTIAL—ARNOLD REPRIMANDED—OB-
TAINS LEAVE OF ABSENCE FROM THE ARMY.

TrE most irksome duty that Washington had to per-
form during this winter’s encampment at Mornstown,
regarded General Arnold and his mihtary government
of Philadelphia in 1778. To explain 1t requres a
glance back to that period.

At the time of entering upon this command,
Arnold’s accounts with government were yet unsettled;
the committee appointed by Congress, at s own re-
quest, to examine them, having considered some of his
charges dubious, and others exorbitant. Washington,
however, still looked upon him with favor, and, but a
month previously, had presented him with a parr of
epaulettes and a sword knot, “as a testimony of his
sincere regard and approbation.”

The command of Philadelphia, at this time, was a
delicate and difficult one, and required to be exercised
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with extreme circumspection. The boundaries between
the powers vested in the military commander, and
those inherent in the State government, were 1ll defined.
Disaffection to the American cause prevailed both
among the permanent and casual residents, and re
quired to be held in check with firmness but toleration.
By a resolve of Congress, no goods, wares, or mer-
chandise were to be removed, transferred, or sold, until
the ownership of them could be ascertamned by a jomnt
committee of Congress and of the Council of Penn-
sylvania ; any public stores belonging to the enemy
were to be seized and converted to the use of the army.
Washington, in his letter of mstructions, left 1t to
Arnold’s discretion to adopt such measures as should
appear to him most effectual and least offensive in exe-
cuting this resolve of Congress, m which he was to be
aided by an assistant quartermaster-general, subject to
his directions. “ You will take every prudent step mn
your power,” writes Washington, “ to preserve tranquil-
lity and order in the city and give security to individ-
uals of every class and description, restraining, as far
as possible, till the restoration of civil government,
every species of persecution, insult or abuse, either from
the soldiery to the inhabitants, or among each other.”
One of Arnold’s first measures was to issue a pro-
clamation enforcing the resolve of Congress. In so
doing, he was countenanced by leading personages of
Philadelphia, and the proclamation was drafted by
General Joseph Reed. The measure excited great dis-
satisfaction, and circumstances attending the enforce-
ment of it gave rise to scandal. Former instances of a
mercenary spirit made Arnold liable to suspicions, and
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it was alleged that, while by the proclamation he shut
up the stores and shops so that even the officers of the
army could not procure necessary articles of merchan-
dise, he was privately making large purchases for his
own enrichment.

His style of living gave point to this scandal. He
occupied one of the finest houses in the city ; set up a
splendid establishment ; had his carriage and four
horses and a train of domestics ; gave expensive enter-
tainments, and indulged in a luxury and parade, which
were condemned as little befitting a republican general ;
especially one whose accounts with government were
yet unsettled, and who had imputations of mercenary
rapacity still hanging over him.

Ostentatious prodigality, in fact, was Arnold’s be-
setting sin. To cope with his overwhelming expenses
he engaged in various speculations, more befitting the
trafficking habits of s early life than his present ele-
vated position. Nay, he availed himself of that posi-
tion to aid his speculations, and sometimes made tem-
porary use of the public moneys passing through his
hands. In his impatience to be rich, he at one time
thought of taking command of a privateer, and making
lucrative captures at sea.

In the exercise of his military functions, he had be-
come involved 1n disputes with the president (Whar-
ton), and executive council of Pennsylvania, and by his
conduct, which was deemed arbitrary and arrogant, had
drawn upon himself the hostihity of that body, which
became stern and unsparing censors of his conduct.

He had not been many weeks i Philadelphia before
he became attached to one of its reigning belles, Miss
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Margaret Shippen, daughter of Mr Edward Shippen,
in after years chief justice of Pennsylvama. Her fam-
ily were not considered well affected to the American
cause ; the young lady herself, during the occupation
of the city by the enemy, had been a “ toast” among
the British officers, and selected as one of the beauties
of the Mischianza.

Arnold paid his addresses in an open and honorable
style, first obtaining by letter the sanction of the father.
Party feelng at that time ran high in Philadelphia on
local subjects connected with the change of the State
government. Arnold’s connection with the Shippen
family, increased his disfavor with the president and
executive council, who were whigs to a man; and it
was sneeringly observed that, “he had courted the
loyalists from the start.”

General Joseph Reed, at that time one of the exec-
utive committee, observes 1n a letter to General Greene,
“will you not think 1t extraordinary that General Arnold
made a public entertainment the night before last, of
which, not only common tory ladies, but the wives and
daughters of persons proscribed by the State, and now
with the enemy at New York, formed a very considera-
ble number? The fact is literally true.”

Regarded from a different point of view, this conduct
might have been attributed to the courtesy of a gallant
soldier ; who scorned to carry the animosity of the
field into the drawing-room ; or to proscribe and perse-
cute the wives and daughters of political exiles.

In the beginning of December, General Reed be-
came president of the executive council of Pennsylva-
nia, and under his administration the ripening hostility



1780.] CHARGES ADVANCED AGAINST ARNOLD. 15

to Arnold was brought to a crisis. Among the various
schemes of the latter for bettering his fortune, and se-
curing the means of living when the war should come
to an end, was one for forming a settlement in the
western part of the State of New York, to be composed,
principally, of the officers and soldiers who had served
under him. His scheme was approved by Mr. John
Jay, the pure-minded patriot of New York, at that
time President of Congress, and was sanctioned by the
New York delegation. Provided with letters from them,
Arnold left Philadelphia about the 1st of January
(1779), and set out for Albany to obtain a grant of
land for the purpose, from the New York Legislature.

Within a day or two after hus departure, his public
conduct was discussed in the executive council of Penn-
sylvania, and it was resolved unammously, that the
course of his military command in the city had been in
many respects oppressive, unworthy of his rank and
station, and highly discouraging to the liberties and in-
terests of America, and disrespectful to the supreme
executive authority of the State.

As he was an officer of the United States, the com-
plaints and grievances of Pennsylvania were set forth
by the executive council in eight charges and forwarded
to Congress, accompanied by documents, and a letter
from President Reed.

Information of these facts, with a printed copy of
the charges, reached Arnold at Washington’s camp on
the Raritan, which he had visited while on the way to
Albany. His first solicitude was about the effect they
might have upon Miss Shippen, to whom he was now
engaged. In a letter dated February 8th, he entreated
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her not to suffer these rude attacks on him to give her
a moment’s uneasiness—they could do him no injury.

On the following day he issued an address to the
public, recalling his faithful services of nearly four
years, and inveighing against the proceedings of the
president and council ; who, not content with injuring
him 1n a cruel and unprecedented manner with Con-
gress, had ordered copies of their charges to be printed
and dispersed throughout the several States, for the
purpose of prejudicing the public mind against him,
while the matter was yet in suspense. ‘‘ Their conduct,”
writes he, ““ appears the more cruel and malicious, in
making the charges after I had left the city; as my
intention of leaving 1t was known for five weeks before.”
This complaint, we must observe, was rebutted, on their
part, by the assertion that, at the time of his departure,
he knew of the accusation that was impending.

In conclusion, Arnold informed the public that he
had requested Congress to direct a court-martial to in-
quire mto his conduct, and trusted his countrymen
would suspend their judgment in the matter, until he
should have an opportunity of being heard.

Public opinion was diwvided. His brilhant services
spoke eloquently in his favor. His admirers repined
that a fame won by such daring exploits on the field
should be stifled down by cold calumnies in Philadel-
phia, and many thought, dispassionately, that the State
authorities had acted with excessive harshness towards
a meritorious officer, in widely spreading their charges
against him, and thus, in an unprecedented way, putting
a public brand upon him.

On the 16th of February, Arnold’s appeal to Con-
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gress was referred to the committee which had under
consideration the letter of President Reed and its accom-
panying documents, and it was charged to make a re-
port with all convenient despatch. A motion was made
to suspend Arnold from all command during the in-
quiry. To the credit of Congress it was negatived.

Much contrariety of feeling prevailed on the subject
in the committee of Congress and the executive council
of Pennsylvania, and the correspondence between those
legislative bodies was occasionally tinctured with need-
less acrimony.

Arnold, in the course of January, had obtained per-
mission from Washington to resign the command of
Philadelphia, but deferred to act upon it, until the
charges against him should be examined, lest, as he said,
his enemies should misinterpret his motives, and ascribe
his resignation to fear of a disgraceful suspension in
consequence of those charges.

About the mddle of March, the committee brought
in a report exculpating him from all criminality in the
matters charged against him. As soon as the report
was brought in, he considered his name vindicated, and
resigned.

Whatever exultation he may have felt was short-
lived. Congress did not call up and act upon the re-
port, as, in justice to him, they should have done,
whether to sanction it or not; but referred the subject
anew to a joint committee of their body and the assem-
bly and council of Pennsylvania. Arnold was, at this
time, on the eve of marriage with Miss Shippen, and,

thus circumstanced, it must have been peculiarly gall-
VOL. Iv.—2
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ing to his pride to be kept under the odium of imputed
delinquencies.

The report of the joint committee brought up ani-
mated discussions 1 Congress. Several resolutions
recommended by the committee were merely of a formal
nature, and intended to soothe the wounded sensibilities
of Pennsylvania ; these were passed without dissent;
but it was contended that certain charges advanced by
the executive council of that State were only cogmzable
by a court-martial, and, after a warm debate it was re-
solved (April 3d), by a large majority, that the com-
mander-mn-chief should appoint such a court for the
consideration of them.

Arnold inveighed hitterly against the injustice of
subjecting him to a trial before a military tribunal for
alleged offences of which he had been acquitted by
the committee of Congress. He was sacnficed, he
said, to avoid a breach with Pennsylvania. In a letter
to Washington he charged it all to the hostility of
President Reed, who, he affirmed, had by his address,
kept the affair in suspense for two months, and at last
obtained the resolution of Congress directing the
court-martial. He urged Washington to appoint a
speedy day for the trial, that he mght not linger under
the odium of an unjust public accusation. “1 have no
doubt of obtaining justice from a court-martial,” writes
he, “as every officer in the army must feel himself in-
jured by the cruel and unprecedented treatment I have
met with. * * * * When your Excellency con-
siders my sufferings, and the cruel situation I am 1,
your own humanity and feeling as a soldier will render
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every thing I can say further on the subject un-
necessary.”

It was doubtless soothing to his irritated pride,
that the woman on whom he had placed his affections
remained true to him; for his marriage with Miss
Shippen took place just five days after the mortifying
vote of Congress.

Washington sympathized with Arnold’s impatience,
and appointed the 1st of May for the trial, but 1t was
repeatedly postponed ; first, at the request of the Penn-
sylvania council, to allow time for the arrival of wit-
nesses from the South; afterwards, in consequence of
threatening movements of the enemy, which obliged
every officer to be at his post. Arnold, n the mean
time, continued to reside at Philadelphia, kolding his
commission in the army but filing no public office ;
getting deeper and deeper 1n debt, and becoming more
and more unpopular.

Having once heen attacked in the street in the
course of some popular tumult, he affected to consider
his life in danger, and applied to Congress for a guard
of Continental soldiers, “as no protection was to be
expected from the authority of the State for an honest
man.”

He was told in reply, that his application ought to
have been made to the executive authority of Pennsyl-
vama; “in whose disposition to protect every honest
citizen, Congress had full confidence, and kighly disap-
proved the insinuation of every individual to the con-
trary.”

For months, Arnold remained in this anxious and
irritated state. His situation, he said, was cruel. His
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character would continue to suffer until he should be
acquitted by a court-martial, and he would be effectu-
ally prevented from joining the army, which he wished
to do as soon as his wounds would permit, that he
might render the country every service in his power in
this critical time. “For though I have been ungrate-
fully treated,” adds he, “I do not consider it as from
my countrymen in general, but from a set of men, who,
voud of principle, are governed entirely by private in-
terest.”

At length, when the campaign was over and the
army had gone nto winter-quarters, the long delayed
court-martial was assembled at Morristown. Of the
eight charges originally advanced against Arnold by
the Pennsylvania council, four only came under cogni-
zance of the court. Of two of these he was entirely
acquitted. The remaining two were,

First. That while in the camp at Valley Forge,
he, without the knowledge of the commander-m-chef,
or the sanction of the State government, had granted
a written permission for a vessel belonging to disaf-
fected persons, to proceed from the port of Philadel-
phia, then m possession of the enemy, to any port of
the United States.

Second. That, availing himself of his official author-
ity, he had appropriated the public waggons of Penn-
sylvama, when called forth on a special emergency, to
the transportation of private property, and that of per-
sons who voluntarily remained with the enemy, and
were deemed disaffected to the interests and indepen-
dence of America.

In regard to the first of these charges, Arnold
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alleged that the person who applied for the protection
of the vessel, had taken the oath of allegiance to the
State of Pennsylvama required by the laws, that he
was not residing in Philadelphia at the time, but had
applied on behalf of himself and a company, and that
the intentions of that person and his associates with
regard to the vessel and cargo appeared to be upright.

As to his having granted the permission without
the knowledge of the commander-in-chief, though pres-
ent in the camp, Arnold alleged that 1t was customary
in the army for general officers to grant passes and
protections to inhabitants of the Umted States, friend-
ly to the same, and that the protection was given in the
present instance, to prevent the soldiery from plunder-
ing the vessel and cargo, coming from a place in pos-
session of the enemy, until the proper authority could
take cognizance of the matter

In regard to the second charge, while it was proved
that under his authority public waggons had been so
used, it was allowed in extenuation, that they had
been employed at private expense and without any
design to defraud the public or impede the miltary
service.

In regard to both charges, nothing fraudulent on
the part of Arnold was proved, but the transactions
involved in the first were pronounced irregular, and
contrary to one of the articles of war, and in the
second, imprudent and reprehensible, considering the
high station occupied by the general at the time, and
the court sentenced him to be reprimanded by the
commander-in-chief. The sentence was confirmed by
Congress on the 12th of February (1780).
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We have foreborne to go into all the particulars of
this trial, but we have considered them attentively,
discharging from our minds, as much as possible, all
impressions produced by Arnold’s subsequent history,
and we are surprised to find, after the hostility mani-
fested against him by the council of Pennsylvama, and
their extraordinary measure to possess the public mind
against hum, how venial are the trespasses of which he
stood convicted.

He may have given personal offence by his assum-
ing vanity ; by the arrogant exercise of his military
authority ; he may have displeased by his ostentation,
and awakened distrust by his speculating propensities ;
but as yet his patriotism was unquestioned. No tur-
pitude had been proved agamnst him; his brilhant
exploits shed a splendor round his name, and he
appeared before the public, a soldier crippled in their
service. All these should have pleaded in his favor,
should have produced indulgence of his errors, and
mitigated that animosity which he always contended
had been the cause of his ruin.

The reprimand adjudged by the court-martial was
admmstered by Washington with consummate deli-
cacy The following were his words, as repeated by
M. de Marbois, the French secretary of legation.

“ Our profession is the chastest of all. even the
shadow of a fault tarnishes the lustre of our finest
achievements. The least inadvertence may rob us of
the public favor, so hard to be acquired. I reprehend
you for having forgotten, that, in proportion as you
had rendered yourself formidable to our enemies, you
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should have been guarded and temperate in your
deportment towards your fellow-citizens.

« Exhibit anew those noble qualities which have
placed you on the list of our most valued conmanders.
I will myself furnish you, as far as 1t may be i my
power, with opportunities of regaining the esteem of
your country.”

A reprimand so mild and considerate, accompanied
by such high eulogiums and generous promises, might
have had a favorable effect upon Arnold, had he been
in a different frame of mind; but he had persuaded
himself that the court would inchne in his favor and
acquit him altogether, and he resented deeply a sen-
tence, which he protested against as unmerited. His
resentment was aggravated by delays in the settlement
of his accounts, as he depended upon the sums he
claimed as due to him, for the payment of debts by
which he was harassed. In following the matter up
he became a weary, and probably uritable, apphcant
at the halls of Congress, and, we are told, gave great
offence to members by his importunity, while he wore
out the patience of his friends; but public bodies are
prone to be offended by the importunity of baffled
claimants, and the patience of friends is seldom proof
against the reiterated story of a man’s prolonged diffi-
culties.

In the month of March, we find him intent on a
new and adventurous project. He had proposed to the
Board of Admiralty an expedition, requiring several
ships of war and three or four hundred land troops,
offering to take command of it should it be carried
into effect, as his wounds still disabled him from duty
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on land. Washington, who knew his abilities in either
service, was disposed to favor his proposition, but the
scheme fell through from the impossibility of sparing
the requisite number of men from the army. What
Arnold’s ultimate designs might have been in seeking
such a command, are rendered problematical by his
subsequent conduct. On the failure of the project, he
requested and obtained from Washington leave of ab-
sence from the army for the summer, there being, he
said, little prospect of an active campaign, and s
wounds unfitting him for the field.



CHAPTER III.

SOUTH CAROLINA THREATENED—ITS CONDITION AND POPULATION—
STORMY VOYAGE OF SIR HENRY OCLINTON—LO8S OF HORSES—CHAR-
AOTER OF LIEUTENANT-COLONEL TARLETON—FLEET ARRIVES AT TY-
BEE—SIR HENRY OLINTON ADVANOES UPON OHARLESTON—LINCOLN
PREPARES FOBR DEFENOCE—COMMODORE WHIPPLE—GOVERNOR RUT-
LEDGE—FOREBODINGS OF WASHINGTON—EMBARKATION OF BRITISH
TROOPS AT NEW YORK—WASHINGTON SENDS DE KALB WITH REIN-
FORCEMENTS—HIS HOPEFUL LETTER TO STEUBEN,

TaE return of spring brought little alleviation to the
sufferings of the army at Morristown. All means of
supplying its wants or recruiting 1ts ranks were para-
lyzed by the continued depreciation of the currency.
While Washington saw his forces gradually diminish-
ing, his solicitude was intensely excited for the safety
of the Southern States. The reader will recall the
departure from New York, in the latter part of Decem-
ber, of the fleet of Admiral Arbuthnot with the army
of Sir Henry Clinton, destined for the subjugation of
South Carolina. ““ The richness of the country,” says
Colonel Tarleton, in his history of the campaign, “its
vicinity to Georgia, and its distance from General
Washington, pointed out the advantage and facility
of its conquest. While it would be an unspeakable
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loss to the Americans, the possession of 1t would
tend to secure to the crown the southern part of the
continent which stretches beyond it.” It was pre-
sumed that the subjugation of it would be an easy
task. The population was scanty for the extent of
the country, and was made up of emigrants, or the
descendants of emigrants, from various lands and of
varlous nations: Huguenots, who had emigrated from
France after the revocation of the Edict of Nantz;
Germans, from the Palatinate; Irish Protestants, who
had recewved grants of land from the crown; Scotch
Highlanders, transported hither after the disastrous
battle of Culloden, Dutch colonists, who had left New
York after its submission to England, and been settled
here on bounty lands.

Some of these foreign elements might be hostile to
British domination, but others would be favorable.
There was a large class too, that had been born or had
passed much of their lives in England, who retained for
it a filial affection, spoke of it as Zome, and sent their
children to be educated there.

The number of slaves within the province and of
savages on its western frontier, together with its wide
extent of unprotected sea coast, were encouragements
to an mvasion by sea and land. Lattle combination
of militia and yeomanry need be apprehended from a
population sparsely scattered, and where the settlements
were widely separated by swamps and forests. Vash-
ington was in no condition to render prompt and effec-
tual relief, his army being at a vast distance, and con-
sidered as “in a great measure broken up.” The
British, on the contrary, had the advantage of their
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naval force, “there being nothing then in the American
seas which could even venture to look at it.” *

Such were some of the considerations which had
prompted the enemy to this expedition; and which
gave Washington great anxiety concerning it.

General Lincoln was in command at Charleston,
but uncertain as yet of the designs of the enemy, and
at a loss what course to pursue. Diffident of himself,
and accustomed to defer to the wisdom of Washing-
ton, he turns to him in his present perplexity. ‘It
is among my misfortunes,” writes he, modestly (Jan.
23d), « that I am not near enough to your Excellency
to have the advantage of your advice and direction.
I feel my own insufficiency and want of experience. I
can promise you nothing but a disposition to serve my
country. If this town should be attacked, as now
threatened, I know my duty will call me to defend it,
as long as opposition can be of any avail. I hope my
inchnation will coincide with my duty.”

The voyage of Sir Henry Clinton proved long and
tempestuous. The ships were dispersed. Several fell
into the hands of the Americans. One ordnance ves-
sel foundered. Most of the artillery horses, and all
those of the cavalry perished. The scattered ships
rejomed each other about the end of January, at Tybee
Bay on Savannah River ; where those that had sustamed
damage were repaired as speedily as possible. The
loss of the cavalry horses was especially felt by Sir
Henry. There was a corps of two hundred and fifty
dragoons, on which he depended greatly in the kind of

* Ann. Register 1780, p. 217.
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guerilla warfare he was likely to pursue, in a country
of forests and morasses. Lieutenant-colonel Banastre
Tarleton, who commanded them, was one of those dogs
of war, which Sir Henry was prepared to let slip on
emergencies, to scour and maraud the country. This
“bold dragoon,” so noted mn Southern warfare, was
about twenty-six years of age, of a swarthy complexion,
with small, black, piercing eyes. He is described as
being rather below the middle size, square-built and
strong, ““ with large muscular legs.” It will be found
that he was a first-rate partisan officer, prompt, ardent,
active, but somewhat unscrupulous.

Landing from the fleet, perfectly dismounted, he
repaired with his dragoons, in some of the quarter-
master’s boats, to Port Royal Island, on the seabord
of South Carolina, “to collect at that place, from
friends or enemies, by money or by force, all the horses
belonging to the islands in the neighborhood.” He
succeeded in procuring horses, though of an inferior
quahty to those he had lost, but consoled himself with
the persuasion that he would secure better ones in the
course of the campaign, by ¢ exertion and enterprise,”
—a vague phrase, but very significant in the partisan
vocabulary

In the mean time, the transports having on board a
great part of the army, sailed under convoy on the
10th of February, from Savannah to North Edisto
Sound, where the troops disembarked on the 11th, on
St. Johns Island, about thirty miles below Charleston.
Thence, Sir Henry Clinton set out for the banks of
Ashley River opposite to the city, while a part of the
fleet proceeded round by sea, for the purpose of block-
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ading the harbor. The advance of Sir Henry was
slow and cautious. Much time was consumed by
him in fortifying intermediate ports, to keep up a
secure communication with the fleet. He ordered
from Savannah all the troops that could be spared, and
wrote to Knyphausen, at New York, for remforcements
from that place. Every precaution was taken by him
to insure against a second repulse from before Charles-
ton, which might prove fatal to his military reputation.

General Lincoln took advantage of this slowness
on the part of his assailant, to extend and strengthen
the works. Charleston stands at the end of an isthmus
formed by the Ashley and Cooper Rivers. Beyond
the mamn works on the land side he cut a canal, from
one to the other of the swamps which border these
rivers. In advance of the canal were two rows of
abatis and a double picketed ditch. Within the canal,
and between it and the main works, were strong re-
doubts and batteries, to open a flanking fire on any
approaching column, while an inclosed hornwork of
masonry formed a kind of citadel.

A squadron, commanded by Commodore Whipple,
and composed of nine vessels of war of various sizes,
the largest mounting forty-four guns, was to co-operate
with Forts Moultrie and Johnston and the various bat-
teries, in the defence of the harbor. They were to he
before the bar so as to command the entrance of it.
Great reliance also was placed on the bar itself, which
it was thought no ship-of-the-line could pass.

Governor Rutledge, a man eminent for talents,
patriotism, firmness and decision, was clothed with
dictatorial powers during the present crisis; he had
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called out the militia of the State, and it was supposed
they would duly obey the call. Large reinforcements
of troops also were expected from the North. Under
all these circumstances, General Lincoln yielded to
the entreaties of the inhabitants, and, instead of
remaining with his army in the open country, as he
had intended, shut himself up with them in the place
for its defence, leaving merely his cavalry and two hun-
dred lhight troops outside, who were to hover about
the enemy and prevent small parties from marauding.

It was not until the 12th of March that Sir Henry
Clinton effected his tardy approach, and took up a posi-
tion on Charleston Neck, a few miles above the town.
Admiral Arbuthnot soon showed an intention of intro-
ducing his ships into the harbor, barricading their
waists, anchoring them in a situation where they might
take advantage of the first favorable spring-tide, and
fixing buoys on the bar for their guidance. Commodore
Whipple had by this time ascertained by sounding,
that a wrong idea had prevailed of the depth of water
in the harbor and that his ships could not anchor nearer
than within three miles of the bar, so that 1t would be
impossible for him to defend the passage of it. He
qutted his station within it, therefore, after having
destroyed a part of the enemy’s buoys, and took a
position where his shps might be abreast, and form a
cross-fire with the batteries of Fort Moultrie, where
Colonel Pinckney commanded.

Washington was informed of these facts, by letters
from his former aide-de-camp, Colonel Laurens, who
was in Charleston at the time. The information caused
anxious forebodings. “ The impracticability of defend-
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ing the bar, I fear, amounts to the loss of the town
and garrison,” writes he in reply. It really appears
to me, that the propriety of attempting to defend the
town, depended on the probability of defending the
bar, and that when this ceased, the attempt ought to
have been relinquished.” 'The same opinion was ex-
pressed by him 1n a letter to Baron Steuben, “but at
this distance,” adds he considerately, ‘“we can form a
very umperfect judgment of its propriety or necessity.
I have the greatest rehance in General Lincoln’s pru-
dence, but I cannot forbear dreading the event.”

His solicitude for the safety of the South was
increased, by hearing of the embarkation at New York
of two thousand five hundred British and Hessian
troops, under Lord Rawdon, reinforcements for Sir
Henry Clinton. It seemed evident the enemy intended
to push their operations with vigor at the South; per-
haps, to make it the principul theatre of the war.
“We are now beginning,” said Washington, “to
experience the fatal consequences of the policy which
delayed calling upon the States for their quotas of
men 1n time to arrange and prepare them for the
duties of the field. What to do for the Southern
States, without involving consequences equally alarming
in this quarter, I know not.”

Gladly would he have hastened to the South in
person, but at this moment his utmost vigilance was
required to keep watch upon New York and maintain
the security of the Hudson, the vital part of the con-
federacy. The weak state of the American means of
warfare in both quarters, presented ‘a choice of diffi-
culties. The South needed support. Could the North
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give 1t without exposing itself to rum since the
enemy, by means of their ships, could suddenly unite
their forces, and fall upon any point that they might
consider weak ? Such were the perplexities to which
he was continually subjected, in having, with scanty
means, to provide for the security of a vast extent of
country, and with land forces merely, to contend with
an amphibious enemy.

“ Congress will better conceive in how delicate a
situation we stand,” writes he, “when I inform them,
that the whole operating force present on this and the
other side of the North River, amounts only to ten
thousand four hundred rank and file, of which about
two thousand eight hundred will have completed their
term of service by the last of May; while the enemy’s
regular force at New York and its dependencies, must
amount, upon a moderate calculation, to about eleven
thousand rank and file. Our situation is more critical
from the impossibility of concentrating our force, as
well as for the want of the means of taking the fiald,
as on account of the early period of the season.” *

Looking, however, as usual, to the good of the
whole Union, he determined to leave something at haz-
ard in the Middle States, where the country was inter-
nally so strong, and yield further succor to the South-
ern States, which had not equal mihtary advantages.
With the consent of Congress, therefore, he put the
Maryland line under marching orders, together with
the Delaware regiment, which acted with it, and the
first regiment of artillery.

* Letter to the President, April 2d.



1780.] STEADFASTNESS OF MIND. 33

The Baron de Kalb, now at the head of the Mary-
land division, was instructed to conduct this detach-
ment with all haste to the aid of General Lincoln. He
might not arrive in time to prevent the fall of Charles-
ton, but he might assist to arrest the progress of the
enemy and save the Carolinas.

Washington had been put upon his guard of late
agamst intrigues, forming by members of the old Con-
way cabal, who intended to take advantage of every
military disaster to destroy confidence m him. His
steady mind, however, was not to be shaken by suspi-
cion. “ Against intrigues of this kind incident to
every man of a public station,” said he, “ s best sup-
port will be a faithful discharge of his duty, and he
must rely on the justice of his country for the event.”

His feelings at the present juncture are admirably
expressed in a letter to the Baron de Steuben. < The
prospect, my dear Baron, is gloomy, and the storm
threatens, but I hope we shall extricate ourselves, and
bring every thing to a prosperous issue. 1 have been
so 1nured to difficulties 1 the course of this contest,
that I have learned to look upon them with more tran-
quillity than formerly. Those which now present them-
selves, no doubt require vigorous exertions to overcome
them, and I am far from despairing of doing it.” *

* Washington's Writings, vii. 10,
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CHAPTER 1IV.

EVILS OF THE CONTINENTAL CURRENOY—MILITARY REFORMS PROPOSED
BY WABSHINGTON—OONGRESS JEALOUS OF MILITARY POWER—COMMIT-
TEE OF THREE SENT TO CONFER WITH WASHINGTON—LOSSES BY DE-
PRECIATION OF THE OURRENOY TO BE MADE GOOD TO THE TROOPS
—ARRIVAL OF LAFAYETTE—SOHEME FOR A COMBINED ATTACK UPON
NEW YORK—ARNOLD HAS DEBTS AND DIFFICULTIES—HIS PROPOSALS
TO THE FRENCH MINISTER—ANXIOUS TO RETURN TO THE ARMY—
MUTINY OF THE OCONNEOCTIOUT TROOPS—WASHINGTON WRITES TO
BREED FOR AID FROM PENNSYLVANIA—GOOD EFFECTS OF HI8 LET-
TER.

We have cited the depreciation of the currency as a
main cause of the difficulties and distresses of the army.
The troops were paid in paper money at its nominal
value. A memorial of the officers of the Jersey line
to the legislature of their State, represented the depre-
ciation to be so great, that four months’ pay of a private
soldier would not procure for his family a single
bushel of wheat; the pay of a colonel would not pur-
chase oats for his horse, and a common laborer or
express rider could earn four times the pay in paper
of an American officer.

Congress, too, in its exigencies, being destitute of
the power of levying taxes, which vested in the State
governments, devolved upon those governments, in
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their separate capacities, the business of supporting
the army. This produced a great inequality in the
condition of the troops; according to the means and
the degree of liberality of their respective States.
Some States furnished their troops amply, not only
with clothing, but with many comforts ‘and conven-
iencies ; others were more contracted in their supplies;
while others left their troops almost destitute. Some
of the States, too, undertook to make good to their
troops the loss in their pay caused by the depreciation
of the currency. As this was not general, it increased
the inequality of condition. Those who fared worse
than others were incensed, not only against their own
State, but against the confederacy. They were dis-
gusted with a service that made such injurious distinc-
tions. Some of the officers resigned, finding it impos-
sible, under actual circumstances, to maintain an
appearance suitable to their rank. The men had not
this resource. They murmured and showed a tendency
to seditious combinations.

These, and other defects in the military system,
were pressed by Washington upon the attention of
Congress in a letter to the President: It were
devoutly to be wished,” observed he, “ that a plan could
be devised by which every thing relating to the army
could be conducted on a general principle, under the
direction of Congress. This alone can give harmony
and consistency to our military establishment, and I
am persuaded it will be infinitely conducive to public
economy.” *

* Washington’s Writings, Sparks, vol. vii. p. ii-
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In consequence of this letter it was proposed in
Congress to send a committee of three cf its members
to head-quarters to consult with the commander-in-chuef,
and, in conjunction with him, to effect such reforms
and changes in the various departments of the army
as might be deemed necessary. Warm debates ensued.
It was objected that this would put too much power
into a few hands, and especially into those of the com-
mander-in-chief ; “7/kat lis influence was already too
great ; that even lis virtues afforded motives for alarm ;
that the enthusiasm of the army, joined to the kind
of dictaforslup already confided to him, put Congress
and the United States at kis mercy ; that 1t was not ex-
pedient to expose a man of the lighest virtues to such
temptations.” *

The foregoing passage from a despatch of the
French minister to his government, 1s strongly illustra-
tive of the cautious jealousy still existing in Congress
with regard to military power, even though wielded
by Washington.

After a prolonged debate, a committee of three was
chosen by ballot ; it consisted of General Schuyler and
Messrs. John Mathews, and Nathaniel Peabody. It
was a great satisfaction to Washington to have his old
friend and coadjutor, Schuyler, near him in this capa-
city, n which, he declared, no man could be more use-
ful, “from his perfect knowledge of the resources of
the country, the activity of his temper, his fruitfulness
of expedients and his sound miltary sense.” +

The committee on arriving at the camp found the

* Washington’s Writings, Sparks, vol, vii. p. 15.
{ Washington to Jumes Duane, Sparks, vii. 34.
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disastrous state of affairs had not been exaggerated.
For five months the army had been unpaid. Every
department was destitute of money or credit; there
were rarely provisions for six days in advance, on
some occasions the troops had been for several succes-
sive days without meat; there was no forage, the
medical department had neither tea, chocolate, wine,
nor spirituous liquors of any kind. ¢ Yet the men,”
said Washington, ““ have borne their distress in gen-
eral, with a firmness and patience never exceeded, and
every commendation 1s due to the officers for encourag-
ing them to it by exhortation and example. They
have suffered equally with the men, and, their relative
situations considered, rather more.”” Indeed, we have
it from another authority, that many officers for some
time lived on bread and cheese, rather than take any
of the scanty allowance of meat from the men.*

To soothe the discontents of the army, and coun-
teract the alarming effects of the depreciation of the
currency, Congress now adopted the measure already
observed by some of the States, and engaged to make
good to the Continental and the independent troops
the difference in the value of their pay caused by this
depreciation ; and that all moneys or other articles here-
tofore received by them, should be considered as
advanced on account, and comprehended at their just
value 1 the final settlement.

At this gloomy crisis came a letter from the Mar-
quis de Lafayette, dated April 27th, announcing his
arrival at Boston. Washmgton’s eyes, we are told,

* Gen. William Irvine to Joseph Reed. Reed’s Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 201.










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































